CHAPTER  V

THE EARLY EXPLOITATION OF THE DISCOVERY OF
NITRO-GLYCERINE, KIESELGUHR DYNAMITE

nPHE first laboratory for the manufacture of nitre-glycerine
for technical purposes was, as has already been mentioned,
set up by the two Nobels, probably in the autumn of 1863, in a
building close to Immanuel Nobel's house at Heleneborg near
Stockholm. The explosion which occurred there on the 3rd of
September, 1864, caused the loss of five lives, one of those killed
being Alfred Nobel's younger, and exceptionally gifted brother,
Emil. This disaster naturally caused an enormous sensation, and
infected the general public with the greatest terror of the new
explosive, which had hitherto been regarded as comparatively
harmless. The elder Nobel had not considered it necessary to
notify the authorities that he was making this substance, and the
extent to which he shared the general view as to its harmlessness
is indicated by the statement which he made to the police after
the explosion. The following is an extract from his statement :

" As none of those who were taking part in the production of
explosive oil or nitro-glycerine survived the explosion, it is of
course impossible to give any full explanation of its cause. lean
only infer from some remarks made by my dead son before the
disaster, that the explosion was due to an attempt he made to
simplify the method of producing explosive oil

" Since mtro-glycerine is harmless, even if lit, and the greatest